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English Abstracts

“You SHALL Pass THROUGH FIRE’ (NUMBERs 31:23) —
AN EArLY EXEGETIC TRADITION

Vered Noam

Rabbinic exegesis severed Num 31:23 from its biblical context and
attached a new halakhic interpretation to this verse, in contrast with its
plain meaning. Qumranic tradition, as seen from a Temple Scroll passage,
as well as from a directive found in a Qumran fragment of the Damascus
Document, also rejected this biblical phrase’s plain meaning; its halakhic
interpretation, however, differs from the rabbinic one. The shared root of
both the Qumranic and the rabbinic exegeses of this verse can be identified
in an early homiletic stratum of tannaitic halakhic midrash. This is yet
another example of the common exegetic tradition which had preceded
the schism that gave rise to the sectarian debate in the Second Temple era.





